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Quantitative Models in Conflict Analysis and Geo-economics  
 
These lectures introduce quantitative models for analyzing policy-relevant questions related to conflict 
and geo-economics. 
 

Note: the modeling material of the papers marked with an asterisk will be covered in detail during 
class. Pre-class reading of these papers is particularly encouraged. 

 
Big picture 
 

• Fearon, James D. (1995). “Rationalist Explanations for War.” International Organization 49(3): 

379–414. 

• Ray, D. and Esteban, J. (2017). “Conflict and Development.” Annual Review of Economics 9: 

263–293. 

• Rohner, D. and Thoenig, M. (2021). “The Elusive Peace Dividend of Development Policy: From 

War Traps to Macro-Complementarities.” Annual Review of Economics 13: 111–131. 

 
Lecture 1: Quantitative Spatial Models of Intra-State Violence 
 

• Adhvaryu, A., Fenske, J., Khanna, G., and Nyshadham, A. (2021). “Resources, Conflict, and 

Economic Development in Africa.” Journal of Development Economics 149. 

• * Couttenier, M., Marcoux, J., Mayer, T., and Thoenig, M. (2024). “The Gravity of Violence.” 

CEPR Working Paper 19527. 

• Mueller, H., Rohner, D., and Schönholzer, D. (2022). “Ethnic Violence Across Space.” The 

Economic Journal 132(642): 709–740. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-economics-061109-080205
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-economics-061109-080205
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-economics-073120-102652
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-economics-073120-102652
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387820301735
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387820301735
https://cepr.org/publications/dp19527
https://cepr.org/publications/dp19527
https://academic.oup.com/ej/article/132/642/709/6291192
https://academic.oup.com/ej/article/132/642/709/6291192


 
 
Lecture 2: The Role of Networks in Conflict 
 

• Bramoullé, Y., Djebbari, H., and Fortin, B. (2009). “Identification of Peer Effects Through Social 

Networks.” Journal of Econometrics 150: 41–55. 

• * Koenig, M., Rohner, D., Thoenig, M., and Zilibotti, F. (2017). “Networks in Conflict: Theory 

and Evidence from the Great War of Africa.” Econometrica 85: 1093–1132. 

• Couttenier, M., Monnet, N., and Piemontese, L. (2024). “The Economic Costs of Conflict: A 

Production Network Approach.” 

• Jackson, M. and Nei, S. (2014). “Networks of Military Alliances, Wars, and International Trade.” 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 112(50): 15277–15284. 

 
Lecture 3: Forced Migration Under the Threat of Violence 
 

• * Buggle, J., Mayer, T., Sakalli, S., and Thoenig, M. (2023). “The Refugee’s Dilemma: Evidence 

from Jewish Migration out of Nazi Germany.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 138(2): 1273–

1345. 

• Becker, S. O., Grosfeld, I., Grosjean, P., Voigtländer, N., and Zhuravskaya, E. (2020). “Forced 

Migration and Human Capital: Evidence from Post-WWII Population Transfers.” American 

Economic Review 110(5): 1430–1463. 

• Train, K. E. (2003). Discrete Choice Methods with Simulation. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 
Lecture 4: Diasporas and Conflict 
 

• * Bonadio, B., Levchenko, A., Rohner, D., and Thoenig, M. (2024). “Feeding the Tigers: 

Remittances and Conflict in Sri Lanka.” NBER Working Paper 33062. 

• Mariani, F., Mercier, M., and Verdier, T. (2018). “Diasporas and Conflict.” Journal of Economic 

Geography 18(4): 761–793. 

• Burzyński, M., Deuster, C., Docquier, F., and de Melo, J. (2022). “Climate Change, Inequality, 

and Human Migration.” Journal of the European Economic Association 20(3): 1145–1197. 

 
Lecture 5: International Trade, Interstate Conflicts, and Geoeconomics 
 

• Clayton, C., Maggiori, M., and Schreger, J. (2025). “Putting Economics Back into 

Geoeconomics.” NBER Macro Annual. 

• Gopinath, G., P.-O. Gourinchas, A. F. Presbitero, and P. Topalova (2025). “Changing global 

linkages: A new Cold War?” Journal of International Economics 153(C). 

• * Mayer, T., Méjean, I., and Thoenig, M. (2025). “The Fragmentation Paradox: De-risking Trade 

and Global Safety.” 

• Martin, P., Mayer, T., and Thoenig, M. (2008). “Make Trade Not War?” Review of Economic 

Studies 75(3). 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304407609000335
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304407609000335
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44955154
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44955154
https://hal.science/hal-04621803v1
https://hal.science/hal-04621803v1
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1520970112
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1520970112
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/138/2/1273/6986285?rss=1
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/138/2/1273/6986285?rss=1
https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/138/2/1273/6986285?rss=1
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20181518
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20181518
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20181518
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/discrete-choice-methods-with-simulation/5F5A1F926D5043F84A1CE1CFA8B93A73
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/discrete-choice-methods-with-simulation/5F5A1F926D5043F84A1CE1CFA8B93A73
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w33062/w33062.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w33062/w33062.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/article/18/4/761/4953821
https://academic.oup.com/joeg/article/18/4/761/4953821
https://academic.oup.com/jeea/article/20/3/1145/6460489
https://academic.oup.com/jeea/article/20/3/1145/6460489
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w33681/w33681.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w33681/w33681.pdf
https://ideas.repec.org/a/eee/inecon/v153y2025ics0022199624001697.html
https://ideas.repec.org/a/eee/inecon/v153y2025ics0022199624001697.html
https://people.unil.ch/mathiasthoenig/files/2025/06/mmt_2025-1.pdf
https://people.unil.ch/mathiasthoenig/files/2025/06/mmt_2025-1.pdf
https://hal.science/hal-03415798/
https://hal.science/hal-03415798/

