
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TWENTY- FIFTH SUMMER SCHOOL 

IN INTERNATIONAL AND DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS 

 

Economic Development  
in the Age of Big Data and AI 

 
Samuel Asher 

Imperial College Business School, Development Data Lab  
and CEPR 

 
Paul Novosad 

Dartmouth College and Development Data Lab 

 
Tuesday 1st to Friday 4th September 2026  

Castello di Gargonza, Tuscany, Italy 
 

 

Programme 
 
 

Tuesday 1 September 
 

15.30 – 16.00 Arrival and Registration at Castello di Gargonza  

16.00 – 16.30 Introductory Session 

16.30 – 18.00 Lecture 1 – Professor Asher and Professor Novosad 

18.00 – 19.30  Lecture 2 – Professor Novosad 
 

20:00   Dinner  

 

Wednesday 2 September  
  

 8.00  –  8.45  Breakfast  

 9.00  – 10.30  Lecture 3 – Professor Asher 

10.30 – 11.00  Coffee Break 



 

 

11.00 – 12.00 Francesca Lotti (Institute for Economic Development of the World Bank 

Group): “AI for Development at the World Bank: Data, Evidence, and 

Impact” 

12.00 – 12.30 Angelica Bozzi (Imperial College London): “AI Intermediation in Hiring: 

Efficiency and Fairness in a Job-Matching Platform” 
 

12.30 – 14.00 Lunch  
 

14.30 – 16.00 Lecture 4 – Professor Novosad 

16.00 – 16.30  Coffee Break 

16.30 – 18.00 Lecture 5 – Professor Asher 

18.00 – 19.00      Social Activity 
 

19.30   Dinner  

 

Thursday 3 September 
  

  8.00 –  8.45  Breakfast  
  

  9.00 – 10.30  Lecture 6 – Professor Novosad 

10.30 – 11.00  Coffee Break 

11.00 – 12.30 Lecture 7 – Professor Asher 
 

12.30 – 14.30 Lunch  
 

14.30 – 16.00 Lecture 8 – Professor Novosad 

16.00 – 16.30  Coffee Break 

16.30 – 18.00 Lecture 9 – Professor Asher 
 

19.30   Dinner  

 

Friday 4 September 
 

8.00 –  8.45  Breakfast - Please be advised that you have to leave your room and return 

your keys before the last lesson starts 
    

9.00 – 10.30   Presentation of Student Research Proposals 
 

10.30    Departure  
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